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5-metre-tall likeness of Ukrainian poet Taras Shevchenko may be sold for scrap
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Jim Wilkes
Toronto Star

For a long-dead poet and artist, it was the unkindest cut of all.

A 5-metre bronze statue of iconic Ukrainian Taras Shevchenko, erected in an Oakville park named for him in 1951, has been chopped off at the feet by vandals and carted away.

Why? The president of the foundation that administers the park and a downtown Toronto museum dedicated to Shevchenko's life fears it's as simple as thieves hoping to cash in on the value of the statue for scrap metal.

Maybe $10,000, maybe more.

"It's a terrible tragedy, not only for the Ukrainian-Canadian community, but for Canada as a whole," said Bill Harasym. "He was one of the greats of recent cultural history.

"He was born in feudal slavery and orphaned by the time he was 11 years old, but he rose to become the greatest son of Ukraine and is considered the father of the modern Ukrainian language.

"He was a humanist, someone who could have lived in the lap of luxury with his talent, but he never deserted his people. He lived a very frugal, hard life."

In July 1951, 90 years after Shevchenko's death, more than 20,000 people gathered at the park, on Dundas St. W. near Fourth Line, to see the Soviet-made statue unveiled.

The statue, a gift to the 500,000 Ukrainians then in Canada from the Soviet Society For Cultural Relations Abroad, was the centre of controversy at the time and for a while was under 24-hour police guard.

Erected to commemorate the 60th anniversary of Ukrainians in Canada, it stood for more than 55 years atop a 70-tonne granite base in a 6.5-hectare park, which was surrounded by another 47 hectares of parkland along Sixteen Mile Creek that once was home to a children's camp.

Lillian Carrigan, 71, owns one of the old cottages and has been volunteer caretaker of the park for about 10 years.

She arrived yesterday to find a ladder, stolen from her property, leaning against the statue's base. Ropes used to pull down the huge bronze were littered across the soggy ground. Truck tracks could still be seen in the wet grass.

"I'm heartbroken," Carrigan said. "This monument represented so much to the Ukrainian community all across Canada. It's hard to put into words."

Carrigan said she often talked to the statue as she planted flowers near its base or cut the grass.

"I'd say `Hello, Taras, how are you today?' I never felt alone as long as he was there," she said.

Although Halton Region police say the statue disappeared between Dec. 15 and Saturday, a park regular told Carrigan he saw it in place last Wednesday. Another visitor reported it missing Saturday morning.

Carrigan said it wasn't the first act of vandalism at the park.

The Taras Shevchenko Museum, opened in the park in 1952, was burned by vandals in 1988. It was later rebuilt on Bloor St. W. in Toronto.

Another smaller bronze statue of Shevchenko sitting in a chair reading a book was stolen from its base near the park entrance several years ago. So was the ornate iron gateway over the road leading to the park off Dundas St. W. Carrigan believes it, too, was stolen for its scrap value.

She said the Shevchenko Foundation has been in negotiations with Oakville officials to donate the land to the town as a public park. Developers who own property surrounding the park are also interested in the tract.

"To lose this statue, when we were ready to give the park to the Town of Oakville, is just tragic," she said.

"Sold for scrap? What else would they do with it?" said Harold Kinsley, 45, who grew up in the area and once helped look after the park. "It's bronze, so I'm sure it's worth something, but is it worth that kind of effort to bring it down? I feel bad for the older Ukrainians. This place means a lot to them."

Earlier last month, a copper statue of the Greek god Atlas was stolen from its perch in the parking lot of a North York metal fabricating company overlooking Highway 400. It was recovered three days later. Two people were charged with possession of stolen property.

Halton police said there was no indication the statue thefts were related.
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Massive statue of Ukrainian poet stolen from an Oakville, Ont. park
Published: Sunday, December 31, 2006 | 7:28 PM ET
Canadian Press

OAKVILLE, Ont. (CP) - It may have taken up to two weeks for anyone to notice but police are investigating the theft of a massive bronze statue of a Ukrainian poet from a local park.

Thieves likely needed help in making off with the two-tonne statue, which sat on a marble base in Shevchenko Memorial Park, said Andrew Gregorovich of the Taras Shevchenko Museum in Toronto.

"They would have had to use some pretty big machinery, some sort of a forklift to remove it," said Gregorovich, who discovered the theft - and a ladder left behind - on Saturday afternoon.

The statue of Shevchenko, donated by what was then the Soviet republic of Ukraine, was unveiled July 1, 1951 to mark the 60th anniversary of Ukrainian-Canadian settlement.

Taras Shevchenko, who died in 1861 at the age of 47, was a poet and a painter and his literary heritage is considered to be the foundation of modern Ukrainian literature.

Gregorovich suspects the statue, worth an estimated $350,000, was stolen for its bronze metal.

"The park is in an isolated area under recent residential development. The statue was cut off at the legs and removed some time between the 15th and 31st of December 2006," a Halton Regional police statement said.

Gregorovich said he hopes the statue is returned, despite its damaged state.




http://www.infoukes.com/shevchenkomuseum/mempark.htm
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December 31, 2006
Statue of Ukrainian poet stolen from park

OAKVILLE, Ont. (CP) - It may have taken up to two weeks for anyone to notice but police are investigating the theft of a massive bronze statue of a Ukrainian poet from a local park.

Thieves likely needed help in making off with the two-tonne statue, which sat on a marble base in Shevchenko Memorial Park, said Andrew Gregorovich of the Taras Shevchenko Museum in Toronto.

"They would have had to use some pretty big machinery, some sort of a forklift to remove it," said Gregorovich, who discovered the theft - and a ladder left behind - on Saturday afternoon.

The statue of Shevchenko, donated by what was then the Soviet republic of Ukraine, was unveiled July 1, 1951 to mark the 60th anniversary of Ukrainian-Canadian settlement.

Taras Shevchenko, who died in 1861 at the age of 47, was a poet and a painter and his literary heritage is considered to be the foundation of modern Ukrainian literature.

Gregorovich suspects the statue, worth an estimated $350,000, was stolen for its bronze metal.

"The park is in an isolated area under recent residential development. The statue was cut off at the legs and removed some time between the 15th and 31st of December 2006," a Halton Regional police statement said.

Gregorovich said he hopes the statue is returned, despite its damaged state. 
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 January 1, 2007
$350G Ukrainian statue stolen
By BRIAN GRAY, TORONTO SUN

A 10-foot bronze portion of a statue weighing about 2 tons has vanished, leaving an Oakville plot of land without its tribute to a Ukrainian poet.

The statue of Taras Shevchenko has an estimated value of $350,000, said Andrew Gregorovich, of the Taras Shevchenko Museum on Bloor St. W.

"Not to mention the value to Ukrainian-Canadian heritage," he said. "It's just unbelievable that somebody would be able to walk away with something that size."

LADDER LEFT

The statue was last seen a few days ago and was reported missing Saturday from its stone pedestal near Dundas St. W and Fourth Line in Oakville, he said.

Gregorovich said the thieves left the ladder they used to climb atop a 10-foot pedestal where they sawed off the Shevchenko statue at the ankles.

Pieces of rope and tire tracks are also evident, he said.

Halton Regional Police are investigating but have no suspects. There are no signs of anti-Ukrainian graffiti or other vandalism.

"This was a well-planned, well-organized theft," Gregorovich said.

Unveiled in 1951, the statue commemorates the 60th anniversary of Ukrainian immigration to Canada. 
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Sun Dec 31, 7:28 PM ET

OAKVILLE, Ont. (CP) - It may have taken up to two weeks for anyone to notice but police are investigating the theft of a massive bronze statue of a Ukrainian poet from a local park. 

Thieves likely needed help in making off with the two-tonne statue, which sat on a marble base in Shevchenko Memorial Park, said Andrew Gregorovich of the Taras Shevchenko Museum in Toronto.

"They would have had to use some pretty big machinery, some sort of a forklift to remove it," said Gregorovich, who discovered the theft - and a ladder left behind - on Saturday afternoon.

The statue of Shevchenko, donated by what was then the Soviet republic of Ukraine, was unveiled July 1, 1951 to mark the 60th anniversary of Ukrainian-Canadian settlement.

Taras Shevchenko, who died in 1861 at the age of 47, was a poet and a painter and his literary heritage is considered to be the foundation of modern Ukrainian literature.

Gregorovich suspects the statue, worth an estimated $350,000, was stolen for its bronze metal.

"The park is in an isolated area under recent residential development. The statue was cut off at the legs and removed some time between the 15th and 31st of December 2006," a Halton Regional police statement said.

Gregorovich said he hopes the statue is returned, despite its damaged state.
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Stolen sculpture's head found at Ontario smelter
Last Updated: Wednesday, January 3, 2007 | 7:04 AM ET
CBC News

Days after a two-tonne, seven-metre-high bronze statue of a famous Ukrainian poet was reported stolen from a park in Oakville, Ont., its head has turned up at a nearby smelter.

The statue of Taras Shevchenko — a 19th-century artist and poet credited with establishing the modern Ukrainian literary language — was discovered missing on the weekend by two visitors to a 16-acre memorial park in North Oakville. Police believe it could have been stolen anytime between Dec. 15-31. 

    The bronze statue of Ukrainian poet Taras Shevchenko, was discovered stolen from a memorial park in Oakville, Ont., on Dec. 31. The bronze statue of Ukrainian poet Taras Shevchenko, was discovered stolen from a memorial park in Oakville, Ont., on Dec. 31.
    (Halton Regional Police Service) 

Andrew Gregorovich, of the Taras Shevchenko Museum that owns the statue, said he heard early Tuesday afternoon that the figure's head had been located at a smelter in Burlington, about 25 kilometres southwest of Oakville.

The discovery lent credibility to theories that the statue was stolen for the value of the scrap metal. Halton Region police estimated the value of the statue at $20,000.

"It's good news in a sense that we know that the head has survived but it's devastating to know that the rest of the statue was destroyed apparently," said Gregorovich, who is the vice-president and librarian of the Toronto-based museum.
Theft required large equipment

The statue had a base that was more than three metres high and was about seven metres high in total, Gregorovich said. It stood in the centre of the park, partially obscured by trees.

Gregorovich called it "unbelievable" that such a "large monument" was carted away, pointing out that the removal would likely have required large equipment such as a crane to lift it from the marble stand.

The bronze figure was a gift from Ukraine and was unveiled on July 1, 1951, to mark the 60th anniversary of Ukrainian-Canadian settlement.

It's not the first statue that has gone missing from the park. A smaller bronze statue of Shevchenko was stolen several years ago from the park's entrance.

Shevchenko, who died in 1861 at the age of 47, is revered by Ukrainians around the world and is "considered a genius of Ukrainian poetry," Gregorovich said.

In his poetry, Shevchenko asks people to not forget him with the words "in the family of the free softly, kindly, remember me."

About 600 statues have been erected in his honour around the world in such locations as Moscow, Buenos Aires and Winnipeg, Gregorovich said.

The museum's board of directors is scheduled to meet on Jan. 8 to discuss whether to replace the statue.
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Strong-armed thieves take two-tonne statue of poet
Monument to Ukrainian literary hero was located in an isolated area of Oakville

CAROLINE ALPHONSO

Police in Halton are trying to locate a bronze statue of poet Taras Shevchenko -- celebrated as the Bard of Ukraine -- that has gone missing from an Oakville park.

All that the thieves left behind on the marble pedestal are the statue's feet.

The park is located in an isolated area of the city on Dundas Street West. The two-tonne bronze statue, the oldest one in Canada to honour Mr. Shevchenko, was unveiled at the park in 1951 to celebrate the 60th anniversary of the settlement of the Ukrainians in Canada.

Police said the statue, worth more than $20,000, was stolen within the past two weeks. They said there is no indication that the incident was hate motivated.

At least one member of the Ukrainian-Canadian community said it is a terrible thing to have happened.

The Taras Shevchenko Museum in Toronto owns the statue. Andrew Gregorovich, the museum's vice-president, said he saw the monument in Oakville when he was there more than a week ago. It was reported missing this weekend.

Mr. Gregorovich drove to Oakville again yesterday, only to find a ladder left behind. He said he climbed the ladder to see that the thieves had cut off the statue at the ankles. There were pieces of rope left behind, he said.

"It's a blow to the Ukrainian community. There's over a million Ukrainian-Canadians in this country and all of them respect Taras Shevchenko," Mr. Gregorovich said yesterday.

"He is like the Shakespeare of Ukraine, the most significant writer of the country. Losing this in this way, it's the most terrible thing that could happen to the community."

Mr. Shevchenko, who died in 1861, was a well regarded poet and artist. His writings are said to be the foundation of modern Ukrainian literature.

Other than the statue of him in Oakville, there is also one in Manitoba and smaller ones in Northern Ontario, Mr. Gregorovich said.

He fears that the statue may already be melted down by the thieves.

"He is the most famous Ukrainian poet. When Ukrainians came to Canada, they usually brought the Bible and his book of poems called the Kobzar. He's very highly regarded in Ukraine.

The museum is in the process of donating the land it owns around the monument to the City of Oakville, Mr. Gregorovich said.

Anyone with information on the missing statue is asked to call Halton Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS.



http://infoukes.com/shevchenkomuseum/

Monument is Stolen

A massive 11-foot-high bronze statue of Taras H. Shevchenko was recently stolen from Shevchenko Park, just north of Oakville, Ontario. A gift to Canada from the people of Soviet Ukraine, the statue was unveiled in 1951 in front of an international audience of 45,000 people. In the latest update to the "Shevchenko Statue Theft" saga, detective Timothy Conway and his partner detective Veronica Payne have advised the Taras H. Shevchenko Museum that the head of the stolen statue has been found. According to their report, the head, weighing about 200 lbs., was found in a foundry in Burlington (Ontario). The back of the head shows some damage, but, fortunately, the face is damage-free. There is no information as to how the police located the head, but they did report that they are now checking their find for fingerprints. Hopefully, the culprits who perpetrated this senseless and evil deed will be apprehended. 
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Statue of Ukrainian poet stolen from Ont. park

Updated Mon. Jan. 1 2007 3:33 PM ET

Canadian Press

OAKVILLE, Ontario -- It may have taken up to two weeks for anyone to notice but police are investigating the theft of a massive bronze statue of a Ukrainian poet from a local park.

Thieves likely needed help in making off with the two-tonne statue, which sat on a marble base in Shevchenko Memorial Park, said Andrew Gregorovich of the Taras Shevchenko Museum in Toronto.

"They would have had to use some pretty big machinery, some sort of a forklift to remove it," said Gregorovich, who discovered the theft - and a ladder left behind - on Saturday afternoon.

The statue of Shevchenko, donated by what was then the Soviet republic of Ukraine, was unveiled July 1, 1951 to mark the 60th anniversary of Ukrainian-Canadian settlement.

Taras Shevchenko, who died in 1861 at the age of 47, was a poet and a painter and his literary heritage is considered to be the foundation of modern Ukrainian literature.

Gregorovich suspects the statue, worth an estimated $350,000, was stolen for its bronze metal.

"The park is in an isolated area under recent residential development. The statue was cut off at the legs and removed some time between the 15th and 31st of December 2006," a Halton Regional police statement said.

Gregorovich said he hopes the statue is returned, despite its damaged state.

 

http://www.digitaljournal.com/article/82772/Historic_Oakville_statue_stolen

Historic Oakville statue stolen
Posted Jan 1, 2007 by Brandigal in Crime and viewed 76 times

A 5-meter bronze statue of iconic Ukrainian Taras Shevchenko, erected in an Oakville park named for him in 1951, has been stolen.
Full story: torontosun.com 
The statue was 5 meters high, about 16 feet and it was stolen from the park that was named after the him. The statue was made of bronze and worth about $10,000 in scrap metal.
The statue of Taras Shevchenko has an estimated value of $350,000, said Andrew Gregorovich, of the Taras Shevchenko Museum.
It stood atop a 70-tonne granite base for 55 years and it was chopped off at the feet by thieves taking a 10-foot bronze portion of a statue weighing about 2 tons.
The statue was a gift to the 500,000 Ukrainians then in Canada from the Soviet Society For Cultural Relations Abroad, and it was the center of controversy at the time and for a while was under 24-hour police guard.


I am amazed at times how something so big can be stolen and no one sees this.
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Canada police find head of stolen Ukraine statue
Wed Jan 3, 2007 4:14 PM EST

By Cameron French

TORONTO (Reuters) - The desire to cash in on soaring copper prices is being blamed for the theft of a bronze statue brought to Canada over 50 years ago to commemorate Ukrainian poet Taras Shevchenko.

Police recovered the head of the 3-meter (10-foot), two-tonne likeness this week at a metal recycling business just west of Toronto.

They are now hunting for the body, which is estimated to be worth somewhere close to C$20,000 ($17,000) in scrap metal, but has a far greater value to the 1 million strong Ukrainian diaspora in Canada.

"It's been devastating to the great majority of Ukrainian Canadians," said Andrew Gregorovich, vice-president of the Taras H. Shevchenko Museum and Memorial Park Foundation in Toronto.

The statue of Shevchenko, a 19th-century cultural icon sometimes called the "Bard of Ukraine," disappeared last month from a park in suburban Oakville, west of Toronto. Thieves left just the statue's bronze feet and its stone pedestal.

Police found the partially damaged head after a tip from the recycling shop where two men had sold the metal. One man has been charged in what police say is part of a growing rash of thefts of metal made increasingly valuable by soaring commodity demand.

"We do (see a lot of scrap metal theft)," said Halton Region police public affairs officer Peter Payne.

"But this is the first time in (the area) we've ever lost a valuable piece of metal artwork that's been reduced to scrap. It's pretty unfortunate."

Bronze is largely made up of copper alloys. Copper has approximately doubled in price over the past two years. On Wednesday the copper price in London was $5,855 a ton.

Earlier in December, a 250 kilogram (550 pound) copper statue of Greek mythological figure Atlas was stolen from in front of a metal fabricating company in north Toronto. The statue was later recovered and a man was charged.

The Shevchenko statue was erected in 1951 as a gift from the Soviet Union to honor 60 years of Ukrainian settlement in Canada. Ukraine became independent after the Soviet Union collapsed in 1991.

Gregorovich said there have been at time mixed feelings toward the statue because of its Soviet origins, but the figure of Shevchenko -- whose writings are credited with contributing greatly to Ukraine's national consciousness -- largely transcends politics.

He said the Shevchenko museum may put the head on display if the rest of the statue is not recovered.

($1=$1.17 Canadian)
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Man charged in stolen statue case
Last Updated: Wednesday, January 3, 2007 | 11:46 AM ET
CBC News

An man has been charged after a bronze statue of a famed Ukrainian poet was chopped off at the feet from its pedestal and carted away from a park in Oakville, Ont.

Curtis Raae, 36, of Oakville faces charges of possessing stolen property over $5,000. He was released from custody Tuesday and is scheduled to appear in court on Jan. 30.

Another man was arrested but later released. No charges were laid against him.

The massive two-tonne bronze figure was a likeness of 19th-century Ukrainian poet and artist Taras Shevchenko, who is credited with establishing the modern Ukrainian literary language. 

The head of the statue was recovered Tuesday at a Burlington metal recycler.

The owner told the Hamilton Spectator that he bought the head from two men who said they were disposing of it on behalf of the town of Oakville.

Instead of melting it down, the man kept it as a conversation piece — until he discovered it was stolen. He then contacted police.  

Police are still searching for the rest of the statue, and are analyzing the head for evidence. Police estimated the figure would be worth about $20,000 if sold as scrap metal.

The statue, seven metres tall including the marble pedestal and bronze figure, was erected in the Shevchenko Memorial Park in 1951 to commemorate the 60th anniversary of the settlement of Ukrainians in Canada.

Visitors to the park noticed the figure was missing on Dec. 31.





